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Air Force error 
let Texas killer 
buy weapons 


Domestic violence conviction was not 
put into federal database on firearms 


Arnold Young’s family needed to show a 50% chance 
his work around radioactive metals caused his fatal 
prostate cancer. The federal government found a 


Q/ chance and denied compensation 
49.18% 


for his survivors. Now the family 


prepares to go to court over a percentage point, 


and its fight could affect many others. 


John Hickey/Buffalo News 


Brothers Kevin, left, and Shannon Young look over photos of their father, Arnold, who worked in three local indus- 
trial plants that handled uranium during and after World War II. Arnold Young ultimately died of prostate cancer. 


By Tuomas J. PROHASKA 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


rnold Young had been dead 
for 26 years from prostate 
cancer when his family 
learned that his work might 


have killed him. 


He had worked for three Niagara 
Falls companies that handled radio- 
active metals under government con- 
tracts during and after World War II. 

A government program pays com- 
pensation to the survivors of former 
nuclear workers who died of cancer. If 
Young had died from any of 22 kinds 


of cancer on afederal governmentlist, 
the $150,000 in compensation to his 
survivors would have been virtually 
automatic. 

But Young, it turned out, didn’t 
have the right kind of cancer. 

Prostate cancer and skin cancer 
are not on the automatic payout list 
because they are so common. So the 
government turned to a formula it es- 
tablished to gauge the chance that ra- 
diation exposure caused his cancer. 

If the chance was 50 percent or 
higher, the federal government would 


See Cancer on Page A10 


“They understood 
that radiation can 
kill you immediately 
or make you sick. 
What they didn’t 
understand is the big 
problem, or the more 
significant problem, 
is the cancer yow’re 
going to getin 20 or 
30 years. In 42 to 45, 
they had no idea.” 

— R. Hugh Stephens 


Cuomo, Schumer battle change in deductions 


Quarter of families taking 
credit for local, state taxes 


By JERRY ZREMSKI 


NEWS WASHINGTON BUREAU CHIEF 


WASHINGTON - Only a bit more than 
a quarter of the taxpayers in Western New 
York take the deduction for state and lo- 
cal taxes that a Republican tax plan would 
trim by 71 percent - but Gov. Andrew 
M. Cuomo and Senate Minority Leader 
Charles E. Schumer said Monday that cut- 


ting the “SALT” deduction would harm 
the vast majority of taxpayers in the state. 

Offering their most detailed argument 
yet against the GOP tax reform plan, Cuo- 
mo and Schumer told reporters on a con- 
ference call that there are several reasons 
why they anticipate widespread damage 
in the state if residents are no longer able 
to deduct their state income taxes on their 
federal return. 

For example: 

¢ The tax plan could boost federal in- 
come taxes on wealthy New Yorkers, 
prompting them to leave the state. Cuomo, 


a Democrat, said that would force the state 
to make up lost revenue by increasing tax- 
es on the less wealthy, he said. 

e Home values in the state could drop 
by as much as 10 percent, Schumer, a New 
York Democrat, said, citing a report from 
the PricewaterhouseCoopers accounting 
firm. 

e Republicans say most taxpayers in 
the state would not be hurt by the reduc- 
tion in the SALT deduction because the 
federal standard deduction would be 
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By Davip MONTGOMERY, 
RICHARD A. OPPEL JR. 
AND JOSE A. DELREAL 


NEW YORK TIMES 


SUTHERLAND SPRINGS, 
Texas — A day after a gunman 
massacred parishioners in a 
small Texas church, the Air 
Force admitted Monday that 
it had failed to enter the man’s 
domestic violence court-mar- 
tial into a federal database that 
could have blocked him from 
buying the rifle he used to kill 
26 people. 

Under federal law, the con- 
viction of the gunman, Devin 
P. Kelley, for domestic assault 
on his wife and toddler step- 
son — he had cracked the child’s 
skull- should have stopped Kel- 
ley from legally purchasing the 
military-style rifle and three 
other guns he bought in the last 
four years. 

“The Air Force has launched 
areview of howthe service han- 
dled the criminal records of 
former Airman Devin P. Kelley 
following his 2012 domestic vio- 
lence conviction,” the Air Force 
said in a statement. 

The statement said that Air 
Force Secretary Heather A. Wil- 
son and Gen. David L. Goldfein, 
Air Force chief of staff, had or- 


dered the Air Force inspector 
general to “conduct a complete 
review of the Kelley case.” 

The Air Force also said that 
it was looking into whether 
other convictions had been im- 
properly left unreported to the 
federal database for firearms 
background checks. 

New details of the killings 
also emerged Monday, includ- 
ing a possible motive. Law en- 
forcement officials said that 
Kelley, 26, may have been driven 
by anger toward his estranged 
wife’s family, the final chapter 
in a life full of domestic rage. In 
addition to his court-martial, in 
which his previous wife was the 
victim, he had been investigat- 
ed on a rape complaint, though 
he was not charged and his re- 
lationship to the woman in the 
complaint was unclear. 

The mother of Kelley’s most 
recent wife, Danielle, was a 
member of First Baptist Church 
here, the target of Kelley’s rage 
Sunday. 

“The suspect’s mother-in- 
law attended this church,” Free- 
man Martin, a spokesman for 
the Texas Department of Pub- 
lic Safety, said at a news confer- 
ence Monday. “We know that he 
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Its Election Day: Here's 
what you need to know 


Voters will go to the polls 
today to pick the Erie County 
sheriff, county legislators, 
town supervisors and mayors 
in both Erie and Niagara 
counties. 


Live coverage 

Go to buffalonews.com 
throughout the day as our 
reporters and photographers 
visit polling sites, talk to voters 
and candidates, and bring you 
the results after the polls close. 


The big races 

Erie County: Democrat 
Bernard A. Tolbert challenges 
Republican incumbent Sheriff 
Timothy B. Howard; Repub- 
lican Comptroller Stefan I. 
Mychajliw Jr. versus Democrat 
Vanessa A. Glushefski; and 
Michael P. Kearns, on the 
Republican line, faces Demo- 
crat Steven J. Cichon for county 
clerk. 

Erie County Legislature: 


Several competitive races will 
determine the majority in 
County Hall come January. 
Niagara County: Democrat 
James K. McGinnis against 
Republican Arthur G. Pappas 
for North Tonawanda mayor. 


Proposals 

Statewide: Proposals call 

for a state constitutional 
convention; stripping corrupt 
public officials of pensions; 
and creating a land bank in the 
Adirondack and Catskill forest 
preserves. 


Voting hours 
Polls open at 6 a.m. and close 
at 9 p.m. 


Where to vote? 
Information is available in Erie 
County at elections.erie.gov 

or 858-8891; and in Niagara 
County at elections.niagara.ny, 
or 434-4041 or 434-4040. 


— Robert J. McCarthy 
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WEATHER 


Clouds and sun, colder. High 46, 
low 29. Details on Page C6 


2440 0005 


LIL 
7 4 (0) 


$1.00 


To subscribe, 
call (716) 842-1111 


8 


, 
“K 


ny Ogun 


634-9295 


KENDALL 
JACKSON 


CHARDONNAY 


70ML 
$10.99- $2.00 MIR = 


COLUMBIA CREST 
BLANC CHARDONNAY, CABERNET, 
MERLOT OR SYRAH 


750ML 
$7.99 - $2.00 MIR 


750ML 
$8.77 - $2.00 MIR 


E STOLI 


p—s VODKA 


vires 1.75L 
S $25.99-$8.00 MIR 


NEW AMSTERDAM 
VODKAOR GIN 


$16.99 - $4.00 MIR = 


MARK 
i WEST 
PINOT NOIR 
750ML 


$8.99 - $2.00 MIR 


ZACCAGNINI 


BU-1312583 


